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Vicki Leach proudly announces the launch of ‘Victoria 
Arms’, her first collaborative product with renowned 
British chairmakers, Sitting Firm. 

The Victoria Arms is a simple update of the 19th 
century ‘Smoker’s Bow’ armchair, commonly found in 
British Pubs and it’s namesake is a playful reference 
to those innumerous establishments.

The chair features simplified lines and luxuriously 
softened curves, bringing the timber to life and 
providing comfort and elegance. Solid ash and 
blackened steel combines to offer an industrial 
juxtaposition whilst slowing the gaze and guiding 
the eye around the chair. A useful aperture has been 
incorporated to aid the movement of the piece from 
place to place.

“Redesigning the chair meant walking a 
very fine line between honouring the original 
and being original. I was determined to 
preserve many of the iconic features but with 
a simplistic styling and in doing so, I have 
retained a sense of familiarity alongside a 
feeling of freshness.” 

Vicki Leach

Bringing together the history, tradition and emotional 
connections that users have with pub furniture 
returns this archetypal product to the forefront of 
modern interiors. The chair holds a sensitivity to both 
past and present, guaranteeing that it can be used in 
traditional and modern environments.

The chair also comes with a life time warranty, 
assuring you that this is a fine-quality product made 
to last for generations to come.

DIMENSIONS
570mm W x 510mm D x 750mm H

MATERIALS
Oiled Solid Ash, Blackened Steel

STANDARD FINISHES
- Natural Ash with Black Spindles RRP £625
- Stained Black Ash with Black Spindles  RRP £625

‘Victoria Arms’ by Vicki Leach for Sitting Firm
Photo by Felix Russell-Saw
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EDITOR’S NOTES

ABOUT VICKI LEACH

Vicki Leach is a Manx designer based in Bristol. Her 
ideas focus on drawing an emotional connection 
between object and user to create sustainable 
products that will last. 

“Behind every product is a story and stories 
build lasting experiences.” 

Vicki Leach

Vicki is also the current Design Manager for leading 
British design brand, Deadgood. In 2014 she 
launched her first product for Deadgood, the 
‘Woody Bench’, and continues to build upon her 
burgeoning relationship with the brand and other 
like-minded manufacturers.

ABOUT SITTING FIRM

Sitting Firm was set up by master-craftsman, 
Dave Green in 1989, and soon gained an enviable 
international reputation for producing fine-quality, 
traditional Windsor chairs. 

This award winning company has worked with several 
high profile designers such as William Warren, 
Samuel Wilkinson and Russell Pinch as well as 
distributing exclusive ranges to John Lewis, Heals and 
even royalty.

Their collaborations with emerging and established 
designers has ensured that the company will remain 
at the forefront of Great British manufacturing.
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BEHIND THE DESIGN

“I sat with colleagues, chatting 
away on a faithful old chair. Burly, 
with a heavy mahogany stain, the 
marks and chips of its past were 
ever present. It was a chair I was 
familiar with but only in these 
types of places - pubs.

A ‘traditional pub’ is engrained in 
the society and culture of modern 
Britain. Very often the focus of 
communities across the breadth 
of the country and renowned 
world wide, these establishments 
have been around for almost 
2,000 years. 

You probably have a ‘local’ where 
you’ll likely know the staff, what 
ales they serve and your favourite 
‘spot’ that makes your visit warm 
and friendly. You’ll know what it 
sounds like, how it smells and how 
the atmosphere makes you feel 
when you’re sat putting the world 
to rights. 

Public House furniture are beloved 
articles that are centrifugal in 
bringing these interiors to life. 
The mere sight of a Windsor style 
chair could subconsciously arouse 
your nostalgia and remind you of 
good times; it feels homely and 
outgoing all at once.

The ‘Smokers Bow’ armchair is one 
of the chairs you might just recall. 
Dating back to the 1820s and still 
in production today, this sturdy 
relative of a Windsor Chair boasts 
comfortably wide seats and is 
supported on slightly splayed legs. 
A short flat rail is fitted to the bow 
of the arms to give extra support 
to the sitter. Granted, the Smoker’s 
Bow was never seen in the most 
‘elegant’ surroundings, but it was a 
definitive style of innumerous pubs 
and inns. This chair continues to 
be produced today and remains a 
sturdy stalwart in the public realm.

The idea was to bring this trusty 
object of our affections into the 
21st century, in keeping with the 
style of modern bars, restaurants 
and private dwellings. A nod to 
the warmth of the past and an 
embrace of the future.

The Victoria Arms has kept many 
of the features of the original 
chair such as the generous width, 
curved flat armrest and splayed 
spindles and legs. The aesthetic is 
stripped back, akin to modernist 
values and in keeping with many 
contemporary environments.

I approached Sitting Firm, who 
are one of the very few remaining 
makers of traditional Windsor 
style chairs in Britain, including 
the Smoker’s Bow itself, safe in 
the knowledge they would have 
capacity to undertake such a 
design. We held the same values 
of quality and longevity and 
decided the collaboration would 
be a good fit.

The chair utilises many of the 
traditional manufacturing 
techniques that would have 
made the original Smoker’s Bow: 
turning, steam bending and 
joinery. The introducion of newer 
technologies like a custom built 
Adzing machine and metalwork 
offers an innovative twist to a 
familiar classic. By continuing to 
make the chair in Britain, this adds 
a growing sense of community 
and strength to our esteemed 
manufacturing industry.

Essentially, the chair aims to 
capture the emotions of love 
and nostalgia felt for these 
establishments, and embody them 
in a new product that can be 
incorporated into modern living 
and cherished for years to come.” 

Vicki Leach

http://www.instagram.com/vickileach_
http://www.twitter.com/vickileach_

